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To e err el "any, to forgive, divine. 


— ESSAY 5 erte. 
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„ 


But if in noble mind ſome dregs remain 
Not yet purg d off, of ſpleen and four diſfdam; 
Diſcharge that rage on more provoking crimes, "4 
Nor fear a dearth in theſe flagitious times. 
No pardon vile obſcenity ſhould find. 30 


| Thoꝰ wit and art conſpire to move your mind; 2 


But Dulneſs with Obſcenity muſt prove 


As ſhameful ſure as Impotence in lobe. FOR 2 1 yh 


In the fat age of pleaſure, wealth, and caſe, erat. 
Sprung the tank weed, and thriv'd with large iner ai 
When love was all an eaſy Monarch's care; <p 
Seldom at council, never in a war: go 
jilts rurd the ſtate, and ſtateſinen farces writ; SY I 
Nay wits had penſtons, and young Lords had n: 
The Fair fate panting at a Courtier's . 3 — 
And not a Maſk went unimprov'd away: 1 l 
The modeſt fan was lifted up no more. 
And Virgins ſinil'd at what they bluſh'd before. 
The following licence of a Foreign reign „ 
Did all the dregs of bold Socinus drain J 
| "Then unbelieving Prieſts reform d the nation, eee 
And taught more pleaſant methods of falvationz; 
Where Heav'n's free ſubjects mi ight their rights Ag, 
Leſt God himſelf ſhould ſeem too abſolute: ORE 
Pulpits their ſacred ſatire learn'd to ſpare, pen es 56. 
And Vice admir'd to find a flatt rer there! 9 


£ 


Encourag d thus, Wit's Titans btav'd the 1 


And is Fo 3 with licens d 8 
* + 3 N | The £ 
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a ESSAY. « ON: CRITICISM: | 


be: Theſe monſters, Critics! with your darts engage, 
Here point your thunder, and exhauſt your rage? 
Yet ſhun their fault, who, ſcandalouſly nice, 556 


Will needs miſtake an author into vice; 
All ſeems infected that th infected ſpy, 


As all looks yellow to the jaundic d eye. 5 1 559 
Learn then what Mor As Critics ought to ſhow, 


For tis but half a judge's taſk, to know. 
Tis not enough, taſte, judgment, learning, join; 
In all you ſpeak, let truth and candour ſhine: 
That not alone what to your ſenſe is due 


All may allow; but ſeek your friendſhip too. 7] 565 


Be ſilent always, when you doubt your ſenſe ; | 
And ſpeak, tho' ſure, with ſeeming diffidence: 
Some politive, perliſting fops we know, 
Who if once wrong, will needs be always ſo; 


But you, with pleaſure own your errors ow b 0 6 


And make each day a Critique on the laſt... 

'Tis not.enough your counſel ſtill be an: 
Blunt truths more. miſchief than nice falſhoods do; 
Men muſt be taught as if you taught them not, 


That only makes ſuperior ſenſe below d. 


Be niggards of advice on no pretence: EY 


, . 
iy 3 he a 


For the worſt avarice is chat of ſenſe. 


With mean complacence ne'er betray your ud, P 580 | 


| Nor be fo civil as to prove unjuſt. 2 
Fear not the anger of the wiſe t to ile; | 


* — — 4. — — ; = 


: Thoſe beſt can bear reproof, who merit . LT 
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And things unknown propos d as things forgot. 575 
Without Good - Breeding, truth is difapprovd; * 


And laſh'd fo long, like tops, are laſh'd en 5 


Strain out the laſt dull droppings of their ſenſe, | 
And rhyme with all the rage of impotence. ' © 


- ESSAY. o DRTTI CISM 
Tvere well might Critics Kill this freedom take, | 


But Appius reddens at each word you ſpeak, * 


And ſtares tremendous with a . aeg 1 . 
Like ſome fierce tyrant in old . III fart 


Fear moſt to tax an honourable fol. 


Whoſe right it is, uncenſur d, to Way ae 


Such, without wit, are Poets when they pleaſe,” "Wo I 
As without learning they can take Degrees. 


Leave dang'rous truths to unſucceſsful a 


And flattery to fulſome Dedicators, K 5 0 
Whom, when they praiſe, the world beliovde noittidny” 


Than when they promiſe to give ſcribling oer. 395 ; 
"Tis beſt ſometimes your mn to ae 4 rh- 


And charitably let the dull be vain K EY CY. 


Your filence there is better than your ſpite, | Nu T 
For who can rail ſo long as they can write? FE e ei oy K 
Still humming on, their drouzy courſe eee, o 


Falſe ſteps but help them to renew the race, 


As, aſter ſtumpling, jades will mend pes 
What crouds of theſe, impenitently bold. 
In ſounds and jingling ſyllabes grown old, 
Still run on Poets, in a raging vein, 


Evn to the dregs and ſqueezings of the brain. 


Such ſhameleſs Bards we have; and yet tis wo "4 


There are as mad, abandon'd Critics too. <0 7 
The bookful blockhead ignorantly read, | 
| With os aces umb 
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| With kis 0m tongue Gill edife his ears, 7 

And always liſfning to himſelf appears. 425687 
"Al books hyped, and al hs eas un. 2 1 
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| ESSAY on: | ITICISM:. 


eee and bes the Poet' friend, 62 
Nay ſhow'd his faults--- but when would Poets 11. * 
No place fo ſacred from ſuch fops is barr'd, | 
Nor is Paul's church more ſafe than Paul's band: | 
Nay; fly to Altars; there they ll talk you dead; . 
For Fools ruſh in — 00S | _ 
Diſtraſtful ſenſe with modeſt caution ſpeaks, 
i It ſtill looks home, and ee wakes: 
And never ſhoek d, and never .turn'd ande, 0 
Burſt out, reſiſtleft, vith a thund ring tide, 630 
; | Bot hens ch man, who conſe cn below, | 805 
Still pleas d to teach, and yet not proud n. 
Vabiaſ'd, or by favour, or by ada, ndf ek 
Not dully prepoſſeſs d, nor blindly right; | 66 
Tho learn d, well- bred; and tho was bred, ms 88 
Modeſtiy bold, and humanly ſevere; of 
Who to a friend his faults 8 "WE 
And gladly praiſe the merit of a foe? 3 
Bleſt with a taſte exact, yet unconſin'd; bs cat 
A knowledge both of books and human Kind2. "ip CE 
Sen rous converſe; a ſoul exempt from pride; | 
And love to praiſe, with reaſon on his ſid |} - 
3s W ſach the happy fo, „ 
VVV Athens 1 


kEssar on CRITICISM Þ; 


Ache ant Roi knew. 
The mighty Stagirite firſt left 1 | 
Spread all his fails, and durſt the deeps explori 


He ſteer d ſecurely; and diſcouMintar, | 
Lot by ame 


"Se fond — of fora liberty, ,. 1 5 
Receiv'd his laws; and ſtood con vincd twas > 
Who conquer'd Nature, ſhould preſide o'er wit. 

Horace ſtill charms with graceful orgy 1 
And without method __ ene, ee 0 RY 
Will, like a friend, fam | 

The trueſt notions : 66; thn © 

He, who ſupreme in indpntent; a wit, 11 aitt 
Might boldly cenſure, as he boldly writ, in een ve 
Let judg d with coolneſs; tho he ſong with fire; e 
His Precepts teach but what his works inſpire. | 666 0 
Our critics, take a contrary extreme. 1 2775 if 
They judge with fury, but they write with . N 
Nor ſuffers Horace more in wrong mn 

By Wits, than Critics in as wrong Quotations. N 

See Dionyſius Homer's thought refine, N 4 a 

And call new beauties forth from ev'ry line! 
- Fancy and art in gay Petronius pleaſe, + + | 1 

Thus eee Ve place, 28.38 7 


All rang d in order, and diſposd-with grace, 2 2 


But leſs to P che eye, than arm an. 17 
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1 Still, fit for uſe, and ready at command. 
1 Thee, bold Longine! ll the Nine inpre, ” 
i198 And blefs;their Critic with a Poet's fire. n 
| An ardent Judge, who Nalous in his truſt, - 
With warmth gives ſentence, yet is always — f 
Whoſe own example ſtrengthens all his laws; 
And is himſelf that great Sublime he draws. 680 
Thus long ſucceeding Critics juſtly reign 'd, ; 
Licence repreſs d, and uſeful laws ordain'd. 
Learning and Rome alike in empire grew; 
And arts ſtill follow'd where her eagles flew; 684 
From the fame foes, at aſt, both felt their doom, 
And the fame age ſaw Learning fall, and Rome, 
Wich Tyranny, then Superſtition join'd, F 
As that the body, this enſlavd the mind 
Much was believ'd, but litfle underſtood, bh; 
And to be dull was conſtru'd to be good; 690 
A ſecond deluge Learning thus oer - run, > 
And the Monks finiſh'd what the Goths begun. 
At length Eraſmus, that great injur'd name, 
(The glory of the Prieſthood, and the ſhame!) | 
Stem d the wild torrent of a barb'rous age, 695 
And drove thoſe holy Vandals off the ſtage. „ 
Bnt ſee! each Muſe, in LEO W . ff 
Starts from her trance, and*trims her wither 20%; £60 R 
| Rome's ancient Genius, o er its ruins-ſpread, „ 
Shakes off the duſt, and rears his rev'rend head: 700 
hben ſculpture and her ſiſter - arts revive; a a7! 1 
Stones leap'd to form, and rocks began to live; © 
WithFweetet notes each riſing Temple rug 
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A Raphael AY KF a Vida a i Sin 1 . TED 

Immortal Vida: on whoſe honour d brow % e es 

The Poet's bays and Critic's ivy. grow: 1 5, hg 

| Cremona now ſhall ever boaſt thy name, | 

As next in place to Mantua, next in fame! 344 

But ſoon by impious arms from Latium 4 2-19 

| Their ancient bounds the baniſh'd Muſes paſs d; 710 
Thence Arts o'er all the northern world advance, 5 

But Critic learning flouriſh'd moſt in France; 

The rules a nation, born to ſerve, obeys; 

And Boileau till in right of Horace ſways. A 

But we, brave Britons, foreign laws deſpis 4 715 

And kept unconquer'd and unciviliz'd | 

Fierce for the liberties of wit, and bold, 

We ſtill defy'd the Romans, as of old. 

Yet ſome there were, among the ſounder few 

Of thoſe who leſs preſum'd, and better knew, 720 

Who durſt aſſert the juſter ancient cauſe, x 

And here reſtor'd Wit's fundamental laws. * 

Such was the Muſe, whoſe rules and "ad tell, | 

Nature's chief Maſter - - piece is writing well. 

Such was Roſcommon, not more. learn'd than hood, 

& With manners, 'rous as his nobt> blood; | 8 

To him the wit of Greece and Rothe was ESI; | "i 

And ev ry author's merit, but his own... 

Such late, was Walſh—the Muſe's judge and friend, 

Who juſtly knew to blame or to commend; - 1730 

To failings mild, hut zealous for deſert; 

The cleareſt head, and the ſincereſt heart. 

This humble praiſe, lamented ſhade! receive. 
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